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Letier from Senator Iershiel V. John-
son of Georgia. :
To several gentlemen in Middle Georgra.
Sandy Grove, near Bartow P. O. Ga.
September 25th, 1864.

Gentlemen :

Your letter of the 14th inst. was receiv-
ed several days ago. I have taken tivie
to consider the object it proposes—‘‘the
inaaguration of a peace mounement at the
South.” I loag tor peace as ardently as
“the hart pants for the cooling waler
brook.” 1agree with you, that “this un-
natural strife cannot ba terminated by
arms.” The pen, not the sword, must at
last. solve our difficulties, and the sconer

, -
the controversy can be transferred from

the field of hattle to the forum of ratioual |

and honorable negotiation, the bertter it
will for borh governments. I agree with

you that she peace movement at the North |

should be duly encouraged at the Sonth.
To this end, we should loose no occasion,
nor omit any proper means to convince
+he North that we are still, as we always
have been, willing to adjust the difficul-
ties between us, npon honorable terms.—
We have avowed our desire for peace and
readiness for negotiation from the very
beginning of the war, in every form i

which erganized communities can giv
expression to their will. We have avow

ed it in Executive messages, in Legisla
tive resolves, and Congressional manifes-
toes.

What more can we do, in view of our
situation ¥ Gladly would I do more, 'fit
were possible. But 1 do not believe that
it is. We can inaugurate no movement
thai wou'd l2ad to the resnlt so earvesily
desired by every friend of bamanity, and
so argenily demeandeud by thie interesis of
both secticns. Qur mulitary situation
would seem to forbia even the attempt.—
The capture of Atlauta and Richmond is
regarded by the authorities of the United
States, a¢ all that is necessary for our ul-
timate subjugation. They have captured
Atlanta and Gen. Graut says the early
capture of Richmond is certain beyond a
doubt. What, under the circumstances,
would be the probable effect of any peace
m-vement at the South? Would it con-
ciliate the North? Would it inspire the
government of the United States with =2
sonse of justice, or forbearance, or magua-
nimity ¥ So far from this, it would be

coretrned into intimidation on ouar part,!

aud 11 would stimulate and iutensify the
war spivit of the North. It wounid be re-
garded as our confession of averthrow and
the premonitory sympton of our readiness
to sue for mercy on the bended knee ot
unconditional surrender.

In view of the avowed object of the
war on the part of the Northern Govern
ment, it ia very certain there can be no
peace, upon any honorable terns, so long
as its present rulers are in power. The
President of the United Scates has pro-
claimed ¢mancipation and his determnina-
tion to enforce it by the sword. He has
annouuced, in advance of any formal of-
ter of negotiation on our part that he will
not treat with rebels (as he is pleased to

call the people of the Coufederate States) |

except upon the condition that we lay
down our arms, abandon slavery, and re-
turn to the Union. He will then grant
such termns as may be compatible with his

senee of justice, liberality and maguoanim-

ity. So long, therefore, as its present
rulemd are in power, and this policy shall
" be adhered to, there can be no Peace be-

tween us and ‘he Government of the

United States, which will not bring upon

averty, degradation, and inicierable dis-

of.
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The rates for clubs are the saume, and.

jugation is no worse than the submission
|offered to us as the only condition of
| peace.
houor.

they will raturn to a practieal recoguition

{ments, organized to.secare and maintain
' constitutional liberty, the door will soon
be opened for an honorable and lasting
' peace. Peace, upon any other terms, in-
'volves the loss of liberty, becavse it will
' be the result of torce—not of choice and
‘compact between co-equal and sovereign
‘States. Peace, upon any other terins,
| means despotism, enthroned in empire—
inot republicanism forucea apou “the con-
isent of he governcd” anu organized “in
'such form as to theimn shail secin most like-
1y to effect their safety and happiness.”—
‘This is the kind of peace which the Uwired
S+ates now proposee i enforce upom ‘he
‘people of the Coufederare Starea—the
‘peace of death to comsiituuinal liherty—
‘the stzynant peace of despotiem—the
‘peace which c¢hains and prison-bars im-
pose.

I look with anxiety to the approaching
' Presidential election 1n the United States.
. For althongh the Clicago platiorm talls
'below the great occasion, aud the nowmi-

‘nee still lower, yet the trinmph of the
i Democratic party of the Nerth will ecer-
'tainly secure a lemporary suspension of
' hustilities and an effort to make peace by
|an appeal to reason. They confess that
| four years of bloody war, as a means of
restoring the Union, has proven a failure.
‘They declare that the true principles of
" merican government have been disre-
' srded and trampled under foot, by the
«ant Executive ot the Uniied States.—
_Le'»gaccess will bring a change ot ad-
1inistration 7 ~ith that, a change of
‘volicy. It w 1ore, and wha' :
“uiinitely gre. .portance, it wis
the two conte: parties face to |
‘110 arena of re . =nd consultat’ @ -
{'ticn and there ¢ . bz discussed the lis
tory of all our dificulties, the principles
involved in the bloc.y issue auc{’ the re-
spective interests of both governments.—
Such is my conviction of the omunipotence
ot truth and right, that I feel an abiding
' eonfidence, that an honorable peace would
'ultimately spring from such deliberations.
{ _In their lung cherished devotion to the
‘Union of the States—a sentiment which
i challanges my respect—the people of the
: North, 1t seems to me, Lave fallen into
‘two grave and capital errors.  On the ove
hand, they attach an undue importance to

1t would at least save to us onr

if subjugated by military power? 8nb- _—}the Union, and honored its once ‘glorious

flag, for the rich memories that clustered
around it.

They left it with a reluctanee and re-

-

moment. All that they need to do is to
let us alone—cease to fight ns ; or if they
. prefer, agree to negntiate a peace on terms
: honorable to both purtiecs. We are wil-

| gret towhich history will scarcely do just- | ling—always have been willing, and shall

£ seperated {ron it, but
vindisated and maintained them. Wheth

iand caming events. Dut no peonle were
rever prompted to 860 momentons a step by
Jloftierdevotien to coustitutional liberty.
For is, we are denounced as rebels a-
‘gainsi the government of the United
\Btates, and threatered with the bloody
doom of traitors; our country is invaded,

‘our homes desolated and our peo;)le slain |

by hostile armies. We are told that we
‘must be conquered or extermiux ¢d. The

North is fighting us to maintain ths mere’

‘fact or form of Union, by force. We are
'detending ourselves, to preserve the great
'principles wiliich lay at tbe foundation of
the Univn. If we be rebels against one,
it aisposed to bandy epithets, we might
reply that they who advocate and wage
this war against ug, are traitors to the oth
‘er. It there is wrong on either or both
sides, let impartial bistory decide who are
the greater sinners. This is the naked
trath. YWhen thus viewed, how cruel and
nnnataral is this war! Why should the
. North fight us? Especially why should
the thousands of the professed coustita-
tiounal meu of the North lend their coun-
‘tenance and aid to our subjugation? We
‘are struggling tor prizciples which should
‘be as dear to them as they are to us. Do
they not see that our overthrow will be
‘the downfall of constitational liberty—ta-
tal to their freedom as well as ours—the
'inauguration of an irresponsible and un-
limited despotism ¥ Correct ideas are siow
iin their progress of leavening the mass of
'mind ; truth is ever trampled upon when
' passion gains sway. But the ultimate
nrevalemce of the ove, and the ascendancy
of the other is only a question of time,
<nd the> :nd, peaee. '%be light aiready

begins ‘ak in upon the thinking and
better | . o7 the Northern people.—
They b = * - «co that thic war is not wa

‘ed to re:tore the Jaion in good faith—the
' Uuion of the constitution ; but, either to
‘secure disunion, by avowed and degrad-
‘ing terms of psace, or to convert it into &
‘despotism by subjngating the South.—
'‘Henee the Chicago movement. Hence
‘the note of discontent that is being sound-
ed by a portion of the press and statesmen
of the North. God opens the light. that
the people of the North may understand
the position which we occupy, and discern
'the volcano that threatens to engulph

the mere fact or form of Umon, ignaring ! their liberty. They will then consider ne-

the principle and abjects of the Union, [gotiation vot only politically, but absolute

| If the pepp]elnf tl.m.U.nted States ws}l 'i(;e. Tbe;y were, as thqy‘are no?,_wedded ‘cuntinve to be willing. But as long as
change their rulers ; if they ‘Ylll repudi- |tu the principles on which the Union was
ate the avowed policy of sabjugation ; if founded, they

they fight us, the war mast continue. For
what can we do, but defend? We bave
no power to stop their fighting short ‘of

of the true principles which underlie the fer they acted wisely or unwisely must be | unconditional submission to the terms an
'whole structure of American govern= left tdthe impartial arbitrament of time;nounced by the President of .the United

States.
Are our people prepared for peace up-
on those terms ¢ It is an insult to ask the
question, unless indeed we suppose, con-
'trary to the whole history of our struggle,
that thev did not count the cost in the be-
ginning, and have no just appreciation of
the mighty principles involved. The
President of the Comfoderate States never
uttered anvthing more true, then when he
'raid to the nnotlicial messenger of Presi-
| dent Lineoln, that *we are not fighting tor
‘slavery, but for the right of self govera-
‘ment."”
. So long as the people will keep this
great truth in view and obey the inspira-
tion which it shonld kindle 1n the breasts
of freemnen, they cannct be conquered.—
They way have their land desolated, their
| property destroyed, their towns aud cities
| burned and sacked, but subjugated they
| never can be. We caunot have peace go
long as the present ralers of the United
States are in power. We inay say not,
even if the Chicago movement should be
successful. DBut let us wait and hope for
the change and peace. If it come not then
we must rely vpon the omnipotence of
truth and right, and the judicious econo-
my and use of the mweans which God bas
given us. Pationce. fortitude, conrage,
jhmpe and faith are as much elements of
heroic potriotism as they are of Christian
 perfeciton. It is irdispensable to cherish
| them with untiring devc ion, as ‘he only
icondition on which libe y can “e gained
jor preseved. Her chrigtering irom the
| beginning, was the baptism of blood. She
' requires her votaries to lock arms and
shields around her altar, resolved to die
treemcen, rather than live slaves. If this
ba the spirit of the people, ultimate sue-
cess will be the reward for their sufferings
and gacrifices. For their encouragement,
history is replete with examples, ¢t which
none )8 more striking or more iuspiring
than that of the revolutions of 1776. Then
let there be no despondency—ao relaxa-
tion of effort and energy—no alatercent
of courage and heroic resolve.
I am very respeectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Hersuer V. JorNsoN.

— - -
State and National Educational As
socialion. '
The next Annual Meeting of the

State Educationa! Association ot North

and forgetting that it ceases to be valu-'ly necssary. ~ Then peace will come, pre-
able when it fails to secare that objeet and ' dicated upon those principlesso essential |
maintain those prineiples. On the other {to both govermmme:tz and all our gtrifes |
hand they think that ihe States of the Con-" and difficulties solved in contormity to the|
‘tederacy have separatéd from the U. Biates  best interest of the parties. ' |

Carvolina, will be held in Churiotte, on
Taeadav, November 8th. The Education-
al Aszociation of the Coufederate States,
will mect in the game place on Novem-

What worse wuuld be ‘vur dvom
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lin contempt of that Union; in a wwanton dis-
' position to insult the flag and to destroy the
‘governmert of which it is the emblemn.—
'%oth oninions are' wrong. The old Union
was an organization of States. Bat it was
' more : it was such an organization, found-
'ed upon great principles, in order to give

In view of our position, permit me to
repeat, I do not see how we can Inaugur-
ate any movewent likely to lead to an hon
orable peace. = We are the party assailed.

sailing party. I would not be nnderstood
however, as standing upon any point of

the most efficient security for the main-

wainance of those very eame principles.—
These principles are the sovereignty of)
the Srates; the right of the people to

themselves; the right of each%

g( wWerls

etiquette, as to wko should take the ini-
tiative—I have no snch feeling. All I
mean to say is, that in view of the avow-
ed policy of the United Siates government,
any advance on our part is already reject-

‘State to regulate its own domestic affairs ;| ed before made, and that we cannot make
' to establish its own system of labor, and to’ any upen the corditions anrounced by its

| pursue its own career of enterprise, sub- | President.

'Ject to no resttictions ekcept such ag are
‘expressed in the Fedetal Constitution. On
thess the Union was based, and constitnt-
ed the solemn guarantee of nll, that ‘each
State should be protected in their undis

turbed enjoyment. When it failed to do
this, s what i3 worse, when its govern-
‘ment passed 1uto the administration of
those whose avowed policy and measures
must lead to the overthrow of those prin-

I would not hesitate to take
the initiative ¥ there wos the least hope of
a favorable response, or an honorable re-
sult. But ifthe government of the Unit-
ed States should pass into other hands, re-
pudiate the policy of subjugation, and in-
dicate a desire for negotiation, I wonld, if
need be, have our government propose it,

hy the Federal-authorities. Such I bLe-
lieve to be the spirit and temper of our

{ their opinion, ceased to be valuable to the

us_confiscation, social diqafg;nizmoh;'!’”ﬁ“ of the Contederate States. Hence,

ciples, it was virtually at an end, wnd in

secession was not resorted . to merely: to

people. - Such I am satisfied.is tha senti~
ment ot the President of the Confederate
States. e hds avowed on every occasion,

certainly, accept the offer of it,if tendered
1{ » e

ber 9th, and the friends of educztior ir
North Carolina thus have an opportunity
of attending, during the same week,
and by one trip, both the State and Na-

Peace movenients must come trom the 35-1 tional Societies.

There never was a period in our his-
tory when the duties and responsibili-
ties of those engaged in the instruction
of the rising generation were more obvi-
ons and important, and those who neglect
the opportunities of this day of decisicn
must expect to be arraigned and con-
demned at the bar of the Future.

C. H. WiLEY,

Supt. Com. Schools, N. C. Execu-
S. LANDER, ) tive'
Recording Secretary. Com-

W. J. Pacuer, mittee.
Corresponding Secretary. J

el

Ggant has issued an order to Sheri-
dan for the utter destruction of the valley
-of Virginia—it ig fo be reduced . by fire
and sword to the condition of & desert.—
The exechtion of this order ‘will tend to
 the increase of Early’s army largely.

e —— & W ——

'The next.amual session of the North
| Caralina M. F. Conference will meeot at

which required him'to allade te the sub-j Mockeville; Davie county, on the %th of
. ! . s iR g e TS :

{throw off the ‘Union. Qur pedple, loved |ject. - The North ¢dn have peace &t suy(December. i
o s tsbinatlr-aily 5 S ok s uiy e *1}" MR S 'T-ic#@% SR R TRl SR TS R e AR LR
Epi s AT W BN S NI e R Heea XAl Rl el S s W o i
e AT RO F IS AR e i “Urimeren s AE BhRKR A7 R R L S R R R T
3 . ¢ e P " o s u' Y LR S ' s

ey

.

| 53

o

“ J

|it' ,‘d

S

|I R ol

*f’

" v ‘ N
\

1l

N
L LA 1
SR i
i ;
L |

N,

= 4 P . -
L —— —*._—"."-.‘-ﬂ-" -t - T
W-“.’r
- o =
: ’ . il >

., I NS L
,_- - T - e e e - — - - - Pa— e -
R il T e e . e R I
’
= -4 . it
. - -

3 -
L
ba# D

ba gl S =i
: -

e ey e —

—

Pl O

o=
T
-

— -

-

- e e :
e -3
- - T e S

" “.n'! = - 3

A i
W e

-
el _XIh

It ; -

g

‘}*’. L1
»:H_,h.'- :E P e

T e
A’

illle: i -
oo . T *‘; :
i e
i
e =
——r e
- .

e
.. 5

AL
= -



